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Forestry 
Commission

Forest Services
• Supports and 

regulates forestry in 
England 

• Government’s 
forestry and 
woodland expert

Forestry England
Manages the Nation’s 
Forests for carbon 
capture, flood 
prevention, health and 
wellbeing and 
biodiversity.

Forest Research 
Great Britain’s 
principal 
organisation for 
forestry and tree 
related research

Policy & 
Advice 
Team
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Woodland Access Implementation Plan
Quantity: what types and 
location. For targeting, 
monitoring and letting the 
public know
Quality: better quality 
infrastructure, accessible, 
facilitated and people engaged
Permanency: protecting and 
facilitating existing rights; 
enhancing and creating new 
long-term access and rights, 
where possible
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Within wider gov policy on access grant offers, legislation and 
policy including EIP (15 min commitment and ETAP)

Managing Visitors with Dogs in Woodlands



Objectives:
• Provision of safe and appropriate public access is a feature of as many woodlands as possible (ETAP)
• Improve the quantity, quality and permanency of access to woodlands (WAIP)

WAIP work areas

Data, evidence, 
research

Public 
Information and 

engagement

Facilitating Access 
rights

Landowner 
support

Connection and 
partnership

Exemplars and best practice
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Landowner/manager support

Access guidance
• For landowners managing 

statutory access
• For landowners encouraging 

visits to their woodlands 
(grant uptake)

• Freely available
• Suitable for different 

experience levels/budgets
• Positive, confidence building
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Land manager feedback
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Dogs chasing wildlife

Dogs chasing other dogs

Dog fouling (social, nutrient)

Flea and tick treatments in water

Desire lines

Dogs and forestry ops

https://www.pdsa.org.uk/media/13976/pdsa-paw-report-2023.pdf 

https://www.pdsa.org.uk/media/13976/pdsa-paw-report-2023.pdf


Expert input

Text in footer 7

Stephen Jenkinson
Access and Countryside 
Management

Fiona Groves
The Natural Route



Land Manager survey

• Confirm key issues/assumptions 
• Gather information 
• 228 responses (before Christmas!)
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Land Manager survey
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Guidance webpages
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Key topics

• Designing new access
• Addressing established 

behaviours
• Key facts
• Why it happens
• Actions and management 

options 
• Legal options and 

considerations 
• Income opportunities
• Good practice examples
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Understanding visitors’ motivations
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Lower-cost management approaches
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What’s next

• Videos 
• Refreshing guidance on public safety and forestry operations
• Case studies welcomed!
Stephen also running workshops in Dorset (not FC)

Visit:Managing people and public access in your woodland - 
GOV.UK

Contact: alison.hallas@forestrycommission.gov.uk

Woodland access newsletter: 
woodlandaccess@forestrycommission.gov.uk
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/managing-people-and-public-access-in-your-woodland
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/managing-people-and-public-access-in-your-woodland
mailto:alison.hallas@forestrycommission.gov.uk
mailto:woodlandaccess@forestrycommission.gov.uk


Management 
guidance and 
good practice
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Managing human behaviour:

Countryside Code; signage, interpretation

Paths, trails, boardwalks

Restrictions for sensitive sites: dog walking, dogs on lead

Barriers: planting alongside paths, low/natural fencing

Fire starting: reporting, management

Design and good practice - UKFS

Accessibility – Outdoor Accessibility Guidance

Thank you
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